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INTRODUCTION. 


LARMED at the indulgence granted to Pa- 
piſts, by an Act lately paſſed in their favour, 
and well perſuaded that the principles of Popery 
deſerve no ſuch encouragement from any Proteſtant 
ſtate ; we feel for ourſelves, we tremble for poſterity : 
and, having maturely deliberated on the conſe- 
quences that moſt probably will reſult from this in- 
dulgence, we think it a duty we owe to religion 
and our country, to aſſociate; and, by every lawtul 
method, to procure a remedy for the evils appre- 
hended from its operation, and to preſerve the in- 
eſlimable privileges, which, as Chriſtians and meme 
bers of ſociety, we enjoy. 2, 
This Aſſociation is not formed to promote the 
views of party, or to embarraſs the meaſures of 
Government at this important criſis. It conſiſts of 
Proteſtants, who will yield to none of their feilow 
ſubjeas, in loyalty to His Majelty's perion, or in 
zealous attachment to our happy Conſtitution. 


1% 

If the dodrines held by Papiſts were confined to 
matters of opinion in religion, and did not include 
political tenets of the moſt dangerous tendency, 
they might expect the ſame connivance, which has 
generally been extended to other erroneous ſedts : 
they might bow down to their images, ſwallow the ab- 
ſurd doctrine of tranſubſtantiation, and amuſe them- 
ſelves with dreams of Purgatory, without interrup- 
tion: their ignorance and ſuperſtition would rather 
excite compaſſion, then expoſe them to the conſe- 
quences of any Penal Statutes. 8 

But, when Papiſts thunder excommunication 
againſt all who differ from them in opinion, and 
their religious proſeſſion itſelf breathes the very ſpi- 
rit of perſecution and cruelty, againſt thoſe whom 
they anathamatize as heretics *; who, if princes, 
are to be depoſed and murdered; if ſubjeQs, to be 
maſſacred : when they avow ſuch principles as theſe, 
what ſecurity can be given to any ſtate for their 
peaceable. behaviour? And what claim can the 
have to toleration under any Proteſtant Govern- 
ment +? 1 

It is not our deſire to perſecute; but, as Proteſ- 
tants, we are concerned to ſecure ourſelves and poſ- 
terity from Popiſh perſecution, When we call to 
mind the Proteſtant blood that has been ſhed by 
Papills, both at home and in foreign countries, we 
cannot but be excited to uſe every legal expedicnt, 
to prevent the return of ſuch a national calamity. 


® That this is inconteftibly true, is evident from the Roman Clergy 
obliging themſelves by Oath, on their admiſſion to their ſacred functions, 
$ to perſecute and impugn, to the utmoſt of their power, all heretic 
« ſchiſmatics, and rebels to the Pope. Hæreticos, ſchiſmaticos, aut re- 
4 belles, eicem Domino noſtro, vel ſucceſſoribus przdiQis, pro poſſe per- 
« foquer & impugnabo . Ponzif. Rom. edit. Antwerp. A. D. 1626. p. 59. 
& 86. 
: + See Archdeacon Blackburne's Confiderations on the preſent State of 
oper I. 
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Should the Papiſts, in any future period, be poſ- 


feſſed of power, we have reaſon to apprehend that 
the ſame principles would be productive of the ſame 
effects. Theſe principles they have never publicly 
diſavowed; and, as Papiſls, cannot, with conſiſt- 
ency, diſown “: therefore, as they ſtrike at our li- 
berties and lives, to tolerate perſons profeſſing them, 


is to lay the ax to the root of our deareſt privileges 


and moſt ſacred rights. | 
Impreſſed with theſe conſiderations; we would now 
call the attention of our fellow- ſubjects to the fol- 
lowing obſervations on the late Ad of Parliament: 
and, if the matter contained in them be true; if 
our wiſeſt and beſt laws againſt Popery be virtually 
repealed, and our Conſtitution actually endangered; 
with what ſpirit and unanimity ſhould we act, to 
preſerve our civil and religious liberties from the 


incroachments of Popery, and from its. inſeparable 
concamitant, ARBITRARY POWER? | 


SECTION I. 


Thoughts on Toleration, and how far it is conftent with 
our civil Conſtitution, and the preſeruation of the 
_ Proteſtant Religion, io extend it t0 the Papiſts. 


N order to gain a clearer idea of Toleration, let 
us inquire into the true nature of its oppoſite, 
which is Perſecution. 
Perſecution. conſiſts in hurting a man (who does 
not deny the divine authority of the holy fcriptures} 


It may be objected, That the Papiſ}s who have taken the lately pre- 
feribed oath, have publicly difavowed them. But ſuch a diſavowal of a 
few individuals to ſerve their private ends, cannot give us any aſſurance, 
that the ſee of Rome, under whoſe ſpiritual juriſdiction they are, has im- 
hilzd the ame principles. | e 
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in any of his natural, civil, or religious rights, 
without any crime committed on his part; but 
merely on account of the principles he holds, or the 
worſhip he performs; when thoſe principles and 
that worſhip have nothing in them incompatible 
with the civil intereſls of the community, and the 
peace of the public; and though he be able and 
ready to give all legal ſecurity to the Government 
for his peaceable behaviour. —And Toleration is the 
very oppoſite of Perſecution, and, therefore, con- 
ſiſts in the contrary ſpirit and conduct; that is. in 
allowing every man to profeſs his own faith, who 
acknowledges the divine authority of the hol 
ſcriptures, without the leaſt injury done him in his 
civil rights, ſo long as he ſhall give proper ſecurity 
for his being a peaceable member of ſociety, 

Perſecution, on the account of religion, is equally 
wicked and abſurd, becauſe it defeats its own end; 
for, inſtead of reconciling the mind to any ſet of 
religious principles, it muſt excite the ntmoſt hor- 
ror and diſguſt: it may make hypocrites—it cannot 
make true converts. Z 

The horrible effects of . Perſecution by the Papiſts 
in foreign countries, but more eſpecially in our 
own, ought to touch the tendereſt feelings of every 
true Proteſtant. No language is ſufficient to de- 
{cribe the injuſtice and cruelty of ſuch an infernal 
ſpirit, To illuſtrate the truth of theſe obſerva- 
tions, let us, fora moment, turn our eyes to fo- 
reign countries; and what ſcenes of cruelty have 
been acted under the auſpices of Popery *! How 
many have been tortured on the rack, or cru- 


Q 


* A great author, Father Paul, computes that, in the Low Countries 
alone, from the time that the Edict of Charles V. was promulgated 
againſt the Reformers, there had been 50,000 perſons hanged,” beheaded, 
buried alive, or burnt, on account of religion. Hume's Hiſt. vol. iv, p. 419. 
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elly murdered in the cells of the inquifition ! 
How many have been dragged forth to diſgrace, 

what is called, in thoſe unhappy countries, an aue 
de ſe *, but is rather an act of triumph over faith, 


| bumanity. and common ſenſe. Is it not enough to 


condemn the innocent to flames, kindled by ſuperſti- 
tion; without leading them forth in mock proceſ- 
ſions, and cloathing them with ſan benitos. or coats 
of devils, to expoſe them to the inſults of a barba- 
rous multitude ?—But why do we ſpeak of cruelty 
to individuals only? Let us call to remembrance the 
maſſacre at Paris, on the 24th of Auguſt. 1372. 
There Popery appeared in its true colours. drun- 
„ken with the blood of the ſaints, and with the 
blood of the martyrs of Jeſus”, ilſt Popery 
has exiſtence upon earth, let it be remembered, tho 
to the diſgrace of humanity ; let it be remembered 
with horror, that on St. Bartholomew's-day, thou- 
ſands and tens of thouſands of Proteſtants were 
murdered in France in cold blood; ſuddenly maſ- 
facred in their beds and houſes, by the cruelty and 
treachery of their Popiſh fellow-ſubjeds, at the very 
time they were careſſed and courted ; and that this per- 
fidious conduct met with the approbation of his infalli- 
dle holineſs, Pope Gregory XIIIth, of infamous me- 
mory; who went in ſolemn proceſſion to St. Lewis's 
church, and inſulted the goodneſs of the ſupreme 
Being. by returning thanks for the blood that had 
been ſhed : and, to preſerve the remembrance of a 
tranſaction ſo meritorious, it was deſcribed at Rome, 
in a magnificent picture, intitled the TRIUMPH 
or THE CHURCH. Such is the faith that Papiſts 


keep with heretics; ſuch the triumphs of the church 


of Rome f 


Ach of Faith. + See Thuanus's Hiſt. of France, 
. Zut 


( 
(6) 


But to come nearer home. In England, where no in- 
quifition was ſuffered, Popery hath recorded her name 
in characters of blood. During the reign of queen 
Mary, how many of the moſt learned and pious men 
were brought to witneſs a good confeſſion at the 
ſtake! The cruelty of Popiſh perſecutors made no 
diſtinction of age or ſex, learned or unlearned, noble 
or ignoble: all fell alike che victims of their undiſ- 
cerning bigotry. Nay, horrible to mention! preg- 
nant women were burnt alive. And in the iſland 
of Guernſey, a ſcene of almoſt incredible batbarity 
was ated: ©* A mother and her two daughters be- 
ing committed to the flames, one of them being 
„married, and in the laſt month of her pregnancy, 
. * was, by the violence of the pain, taken in labour, 
* and brought forth an infant; which a humane 
© bye-ſtander reſcued from the fire: but, after ſome 
* conſultation, the magiſtrate, who ſuperintended 
the execution, ordered the innocent to be thrown 


4 back into the flames; where it periſhed with the 


mother“; concurring in opinion with Bellarmine, 
a cardinal of the firſt note, who ſays, * that if it were 


poſſible to root out heretics, without doubt they 


* are to be deſtroyed ro and branckt,” 

Smithfield, Oxford, Cambridge, moſt of the public 
market- croſſes, and many other places throughout the 
kingdom, have a voice crying aloud to Britiſh Pro- 
teſtants, BEWARE os Portry; and bear an unani- 


mous and irrefragable teſlimony, that Popery and 


Toleration never can agree tg. O Britons ! let not 
the blood of the martyrs be forgotten, or their ſuf- 
ferings effaced from our memories, or from thoſe of 
our children, to the lateſt poſterity. 


See Smollet's Hiſt. of England, vol. vi. 
+ See Bellarm.-de laic. 5 


+ Sce Fax's Martypology, and Burnar's Miſt. af the Reformation, vol. ii. 
From 
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From England, let us paſs to her ſiſter kingdom, 


Ireland; and behold more recent diſplays of Popiſh 
cruelty ! Is the memorable and lamentable zra of 
1641 ſo ſoon forgotten? Are there none living, in 
theſe days, whoſe anceſtors ſuffered by that unpa- 
ralleled maſſacre ; when the Papiſts endeavoured to 
extirpate the Proteſtants with fire, ſword and famine? 
Though the plot was diſcovered, time enough to 
prevent the intended maſlacre taking place in Dubs 
lin; yet, in the province of Ulſter, and other parts 
of the kingdom, near 100,000 Proteſtants were but- 
chered; with ſuch circumſtances of premeditated 


cruelty, as none but bigotted Papiſts could have con- 


ceived. Such ſpectacles of miſery and diſtreſs mult 
have ſoftened any other hearts however ſavage or 
uncultivated. But Papiſts not. only inſulted them in 
their ſufferings, but triumphed in the hope, that 
the victims of their cruelty would be damned to all 
eternity . The mind recoils from ſuch ſcenes of 
cruelty with horror; and upon a review of all theſe 
melancholy fa&s, by what arguments from reaſon, 
Juſtice, humanity or piety, can the Toleration of 
ſuch a religious profeſſion be defended in any free 
and Proteſtant ſtate ? | | . 

It is alſo incompatible with the preſervation of our 
civil Conſtitution, to tolerate Popery; which not 
only enſlaves the mind, but would bind nobles and 
people with the iron chains of deſpotiſm. It is a 
ſyſtem convenient for tyrants: we, at leaſt of this 
country, have ever found ir looking with a malig- 
nant aſpect on freedom, and active in the retinue of 


Arbitrary Power. 
Popery abhors civil liberty, becauſethat is ſfriend- 


ly to liberty of conſcience: and it is a maxim of all 


2 ® See the Hiſt. of England, and Sir John Parſons's Hiſt, of this borribls 


maſſacre. 5 
Papiſts, 
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Papiſts, from which they never can, conſiſtently, 
depart, ** that diſobedience to the laws of the Pope 


and church, not only excludes men from ſalvation ; 


but is likewiſe a forfeiture of all civil rights and li- 
berties whatſoever *.” | | 
Again; do not the political principles of the Pa- 
piſts oblige them to deny the ſupremacy of the king 
of England? Have they not, naturally ſome obli- 
gations of intereſt and attachment towards a foreign 
claimant. Did not James II. loſe his crown for àd- 
hering to Popery ?—Is Popery a crime in the eyes 
of Papiſts? Can they then ever look on his lineal 
ſucceſſor, as only a pretended prince ?—Whatſoeyer 


* See No. 5, of Sir Richard Steel's Appendix to the Romiſh Eecleſiaſti- 
cal Hiſtory, wherein are the following quotations: 


« Heretics may lawfully be ſpoiled of their goods, though it be better te 
c take them by authority”. 


« None are bound to reſtore what they have been intruſted with by he- 


6 retics, or to perform any contract made with them”. 


By Pope Gregory the IXth's conſtitutions, A man, by hereſy, is de- 


« prived of all juriſdiction, whether natural, civil, or politic“. 

« Heretics may not be termed either children or kindred ; but, accords 
& ing to the old law, thy hand ſhall be upon them, to fpili their blood”. 

As a convincing proof of this, we give the following anecdote :* John 
Diazius, a Spaniard, became a Proteſtant from reading the books of Luther. 
His brother Alphonſus, one of the Pope's lawyers, hearing that his brother 
was turned Proteſtant, came with all ſpeed into Germany, bringing a noto- 
rious cut-throat with him, reſolving exther to bring him back to Popery, 
or to deſtroy him. | 

When Aiphonſus came to Ratisbon, his biother John was gone to News 
berg, about the printing of Bucer's books, to which place Alphonſe followed 
him, and there they maintained many diſputations upon religious matters; 


but 4 \ finding his brother ſo ſtedfaſt in the belief of the truths af 


4 
the goſpel, that neither the Pope's _ by his promiſes or. threats could 
terrify him, nor he by his perſuaſions and pretenſions of brotherly love, 
could prevail upon him to return to Popery; he feigned to take a moft 
friendly and affectionate leave of him, and departed; but ſoon he returned 
with his ruffianly murderer, and by the way, they bought an hatchet of a 


carpenter. Alphonſus ſent the ruffian in firſt, ditguiſed, with letters to his 


brother, himſelf following behind; and while Fohn Diazius was reading the 
letters, this bloody murderer cleft his head with the hatchet, and taking 
horſe, they both rode away”. 
Bingraph. Evanges. life of Diazius. A work now publiſhing by the 
— — Middleton. Sold by J. Matthews, No. 18, in the 
and. 
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appearances, therefore, they may aſſume, the ties 
of gratitude and affection muſt bind their allegiance 
to the ſucceſſor of that Prince, who loſt his crown 
in ſupport of their cauſe; and lead them to anathe- 
matize the Revolution, and reject the Act of Settle- 
ment, as an act of injuſtice “. : 

That theſe were formerly the views of Papiſts, is 
clearly evinced by their conduct in the rebellions of 
the year 1715 and 1745; that they are not new, 
we muſt truſt to the words and aſſurances of thoſe 
men, whom no oaths can bind f. With 


* « Tt is not to be denied but that the Pope, upon juft cauſe, hath pow- 
er to abſolve, both himſelf and all others, from the religious and legal 
obligation of an oath”, i 

« After a prince is by name excommunicated by the Pope, his ſubjects 
« are freed from their allegiance; his country becomes the right of Catho- 
&« lics, who, beyond all contradiction, exterminating the heretic inhabi- 
« tants, may poſſeſs it as their own. 

© The power of depriving kings of their crown, and emperors of their 
dignities, for the good of the church and fouls, was always peculiar ta 


* 


« 
4 


c 


* 


& the Pope; 
«© Who hath no leſs authority, as Chriſt's vicar, over Chriſtians, than 
« the ſhepherd over his ſheep”. - 


« Itis not lawful for Chriſtians to tolerate any king, who draweth his 
« ſubjects into hereſy”, 

Rut jubjects ought to endeavour to ſet up another in his place“ 

© They ought to expel him his kingdom, as the enemy of Chriſt”. 

“% This is the undoubted judgment of the moſt learned, and agreeable to 
& apoſtolical truth“. | | 
&« We, by our apoſtolical authority, do abſolve all ſubjects from their 
oaths of fealty, which they have ſworn to princes excommunicated”, 
« We excommunicate all heretic princes, and abſolve their ſubjects from 
& their oaths and duties of allegiance”, 

ie abſolve all ſubjects of England from the oaths they have taken to Elizge 
&« beth their queen”, | 

See Sir Richard Steel's Appendix, : 

+ As Dr. Tucker, the Dean of Glouceſter, has taken vpon him, in his 
late publication, entitled, Thoughts on the Preſent State of Affairs“, to 
aſſert, that the Papiſts have bein good ſubjects for 100 Years paſi, and that 
they had no hand in the rebellions of 1715 and 1745 3 we would beg leave 
to remind our readers, that 10 years have not yet elapſed face the glorious 
Revolution; and in how many plots they have been engaged againſt the 
king, the government, and the Proteſtant r-ligion fince thai happy event, 
none can be ignorant, but thoſe who are unacquainted with the Hiſtory of 
Great Britain. As to their conduct in 1715, the following prearoble of an 
A of Parliament, made immediately after the ſuppreſhon f that unna- 
tural rebellion, will be the fulleſt — 4 of the Rev. Dean's panezyric 
on the Papiſts, and the beſt evidence of the opinion our anceſtors tea 


„„ 

With reſpect to the religious tenets of Popery, 
they are an offence to the very being and moral per- 
fections of God, irreconcileable to reaſon, and the 
moſt horrid corruption of divine revelation; and 
ought not to be tolerated, becauſe they impel the 
Papiſts, by a moſt intolerant ſpirit, to extirpate 
Proteſtants, under the name of excommunicated here- 
tics becauſe it is one of their maxims, * that no 
faith is to be kept with heretics”, by which the 
moſt ſacred ties of ſociety are diſlolved—becauſe 
* of the principles of Popery, and of the hyalty of the Papiſts on that oc- 
aſion.—“ Whereas the Papiſts within this kingdom, notwithſtanding the 
tender regard that hath been ſhewn them for many years laſt paſt, by 
© omitting to put in execution the many Penal laws, which (on occaſion 
of the many juſt provocations they have given, and horrid deſigns they 


* have framed for the deſtruction of this kingdom, and the extirpotion of the 


N Proteſtant religion) have been made againſt them; and notwithſtanding 
c 


8. government, as well as the reſt of His Majeſty's ſubjects, have all, or 
2 the greateſt part of them, been concerned in ſtirring up and ſupporting the 
© late unnatural rebellion, for the dethroning and murdering His moſt Sacred 


„ Majeſty: for deſtrnying our preſent happy cſtabI'ſhment 5 for ſettling a Po- 


* piſh pretender upon the. throne of this kingdom ; for the deſtruttion of the 
* Proteſtant religion, and the cruel murdering and maſſacreing its profeſſors, by 
*© which they have brought a vaſt expence upon this nation. And whereas 
© it manifeſtly appears by their behaviour that hy take upon themſelves 10 
* be obliged by the principles they profeſs, to be enemies to His Majeſty, and to 


„ the preſent happy eſtabliſhment, and watch for all 1 of fomenting 


% and ſtirring up new rebellions and diſturbunces within the kingdom, and of 
* INVITING FOREIGNERS TO INVADE IT: And for as much as it is 
highly reaſonable, that they ſhould contribute a large ſhare to all ſuch 
extraordinary expences, as are or ſhall be brought upon this kingdom by 
be their treachery and inſtigation; and to the end, that by paying largely to 
« the late great expences by them by ought upon this nation, they may be de- 
& terred, if pofſiol, from the like offences for the future”, Geo. I. ſtat. 
2. c. 25 i 1 

It is alſo expreſ. ly mentioned in our ſtatutes, that the deſign “ of the 
wicked, horrid, and unnatural rebellion in 1745, was to depoſe and mur- 
der His moſt ſacred Majeſty, to ſet uþ a POPISH PRETENDER, bred up 
« and inſtructed in Romiſh ſuperſtition and arbitrary principles on the throne, 
« to the utter deſtruction of the Proteſtant religion, and the laws and liberties 
« of this free conſtitution”, From which it evidently appears, that jo" late as 
the year 1745, Popery and Arbitrary Power were, in the judgment of our 
forcfathers, inſeparabſy connected: and whether any, but Papiſts, would 
have attempted to depoſe and murder king George the IId. of glorious memo- 


4 


ry: to ſet up a Popiſh pretender, and utterly to deſtroy the Proteſtant reli- 


gion, and the laws and liberties of this free condlitution, (with the greateſt 
deference to the bold aſſertion of the Rev. Dean, in favour of the loyalty of 
Papiſts,) let the Proteſtants of Great Britain determine, g 


they have enjoyed, and do ſtill enjoy, the protection and benefit of the 


they” 
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they can have diſpenſations for perjury “, and para- 


diſe for murder and treaſon; and, as pardons are 


to be bought on eaſy terms, the vileſt crimes are 


committed without remorſe. 

Upon the principles of common ſenſe, what can 
any man think of ſuch contemptible doctrines, as 
the infallibility of a poor weak creature, and his 
ſupremacy over all the empires and kingdoms upon 


earth; yea, over all the worlds of heaven, earth, 


and hell? What can any rational man think of a 
bit of bread being turned t into a human body and 
ſoul, and into the very nature of God, or of wor- 
ſhipping the ſupreme and omnipotent Being, under 
images of wood or ſtone, ſilver or gold? What can 
any virtuous man think of this ſupreme and infalli- 
ble Pope ſelling pardons for all kinds of fins, and 


indulgences for all manner of wickedneſs, for a 


thouſand years to come f ?—And, laſtly, what can 


* See the form of the oaths preſcribed by the late and former Acts of 
Parliament, which ſappoſe that Papiſts, under the maſk of religion, are ca- 
pable of the groſſeſt perjuries and moſt horrid treaſons; and alſo an extract 
in Sir Richard Steel's Appendix, from the oration of Pope Sixtus the Vth, 
uttered in a conſiſtory at Rome, Sept. 2, 1579, wherein he commends, as 
wonderful and meritorious, the execrable murder committed by Jaques Cle- 
ment, a Jacobine friar, on Henry III, king of France, and compares the 


conduct of the monk in perpetrating that execrable murder, with the con- 


duct of Eleazar, and with that of Judith, in ſlayiag Holofernes; and pre- 
fers the deed of the monk to boch. 

+ See an excellent Sermon of Dr. Jortin's. vol. v. Serm. 13. 

+ Bp. Burnet on the Articles declares, that he ſaw an indulgence which 
reached to ten hundred thouſand years. 

And it appears from the following_extrats of the fees of the Roman 


ehaacery, taken from a book publiſhed by the Pope's authority, that the 
rices of abſolution are as follow: | x 


For lying with a woman in the church, and there commit= I. 5. d. 
ting other enormities — — ES 0 
For groſs and wilful perjury — — — o 2 0 
For. a lay man for murdering a layman — — 01 8 
But for lay ing violent hands on a prieſt, tho without ſhedding 
blood — —— —— — 1 
For defiling a virgin — — — 8 0 
For a prieſt or clergyman keeping a concubine — oO 2 
For committing inceſt — — — S 1 2 
But, for forging the Pope's hand- writing — — o 6 © 
See Taxa S. Cancellariz Apoſtolicæ. | | 
C2 any 
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1 
any ſerious man think of the damnable hereſy of 
forbidding to marry; ſetting up che vain traditions 


of their church above the authority of the Word of 


God; and of the Popiſh arrogance, in refuſing the 
cup to the laity, and prohibiting millions of com- 
mon people from reading the ſcriptures; though 


| they have ſouls as infinite in value and duration, as 


— proudeſt prelates or higheſt monarchs upon earth? 
To tolerate ſuch opinions as theſe, is to inſult the 


natural and moral perſections of that God, Who 


gave us reaſon and immortality, and to encourage 
the practice of idolatry by law, in a Chriſtian coun- 


try. To tolerate Popery, is to be inſtrumental to 


the perdition of immortal ſouls now exiſting. and 
of millions of ſpirits, that at preſent have no ex- 
iſtence, but in the preſcience of God; and is the 
direct way to provoke the vengeance of an holy and 


Jealous God, to bring down deſtruction on our flcets 
and armics, and ruin ourſelves and our poſterity, 


SECTION H, 

A View of the principal Laws that were in Force againſt 
the Papiſts before they were altered by the late Ad of 
Parliament; and of the Spirit in which they were 
executed. 


O know how far a mitigation of the Penal 


laws againſt the Papiſts was expedient or ne- 
ceſſary, a view of the laws ſhonld be taken, and 


likewiſe of the ſpirit, in which they were enforced. 


To enter into a minute detail of the numerous 


Adds in our books againſt Popery, would be tedious 
and exceed the limits of our preſent publication: it 
vill be ſufficient, therefore, to ſelect a few of the 


ſeveral ſlatutes on this ſubject: amongſt which, the 


principal laws againſt jpx&8uITs AND POPISH PRIESTS 
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 BELICS — PAPISTS KEFPING SCHOULS — AND PUR- 


CHASING AND INHER!TING ESTATES, demand our 
more immediate attention. 

By the 27th of Eliz. c. 2. no jeſuit or Popiſh 
prieſt ſhall come into, or be in the realm, on pain 
gf high treaſon, unleſs he conform; and any perſon 


knowingly receiving, or relieving ſuch, is guilty of 


felony, without benefit of clergy. 
By divers ſubſequent ſtatutes of Eliz. and Jam. 


ſeveral other nenalties are inflicted ; and it is parti- 


culafly enacted by the ſlatute of od Jam, c. 4. that 
if any perſon ſhall put in practice to reconcile any 
ſubjects to Popery; or, if any perſon ſhail be wil- 
lingly ſo reconciled, he, his aiders, and maintain- 
ers, ſhall be guilty of high treaſon. 

By the 11th and 12th of Wm, IIId. c. 4. any 
perſon apprehending any Popiſh biſhop, prieſt, or 


Jeſuit, and proſecuting him, till he was convicted 


of exerciſing any part of his eccleſiaſtical function, 
was (for this is now repealed) entitled to the reward 
of 1001, and any Popiſh biſhop, prieſt, or jeſuit, 


ſo exerciſing his function, (except in foreign mini- 


ſters houſes) was adjudged to perpetual impriſonment, 

By the 23d Eliz. c. 1. and ſeveral ſubſequent ſta- 
tutes, perſons hearing or ſaying mals were liable to 
forfeityres and impriſonment; and by the above ſta- 
tute of Wm. IIId. any Popiſh biſhop, prieſt, or je- 


ſuit, that ſhould ſay maſs, (except in foreign miniſters 


houſes) was adjudged to perpetual impriſonment, 
By ſeveral ſtatutes of Edward VIth. Eliz. and 
Jam. Iſt. perſons having in cuſtody, bringing from 


beyond the ſeas, printing, ſelling, buying, or recei- 


ving any Popiſh books or relics, are made liable 
to pecuniary penalties; and, in ſome cafes, to im- 
priſonment, and the pain of incurring a premu- 
nire; and the books and relies are to be burned, 


and 
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and defaced, and magiſtrates are thereby impowered 
to ſearch for the ſame. 

There are many ſtatutes in our books againſt 
ſending children to be educatcd in Popiſh princi- 
ples; and by the ſtatutes of 13th and 14h Car. 
IId. c. 4. and 17th Car. IId. c. 2. all perſons (and 
Papiſts amongſt o.hers) are prohibited from teach- 
ing ſchool, upon pain of fine and impriſonment; 
unleſs they be licenſed by the ordinary, and conform 
to the liturgy of the eſtabliſhed church *; and by 
the 11th and 12th Wm. 111d. any Papilt keeping 
ſchool, or taking upon him the government or 
boarding of youth, was adjudged to perpetual im- 
priſonment. 

The only ſtatute chat incapacitated Papiſts from 
purchaſing or inheriting eſtates, was the above men- 
tioned Act of Wm. IIId. by which they were diſ- 
abled to purchaſe, and rendered incapable of inhe- 
riting, or taking any lands by deſcent, deviſe, or 
limitation : but the ſame were given to the next of 
kin, being Proteſtants. 

Thus {lood the principal laws againſt Popery be- 
fore the late Act of Parliament was paſſed, Laws 
that, from time to time, were rendered neceflary, 
by the turbulent conduct of che Papiſts : every ad- 
ditional ſeverity being occaſioned by the — 
of freſh inſurrections againſt government; which 
will appear very evident to thoſe, who conſult the 


hiſtory of the times wherein theſe ſtatutes were en- 
acded f. 


* By an Act paſſed it in the laſt ſeſſion, Proteſtant Diſſenters taking the 
oath therein mentioned, are qualified to teach and keep ſchools. 

+ See Bp. Gibſon's Fifth Paſtoral Letter, entitled, The Danger and 
Miſchieſs of Popery”. Sec. 6 and 5. And “ The Errors of the Church of 
Rome detected“, by the Rev. James Smith, Vicar of Alkham, Kent, who 
was formerly a Popiſh prieſt: a book lately publiſhed, and worthy the peru- 
ſal of every Protefiant, . 171. 
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Perhaps it may appear ſtrange, in this day, that 


the Papiſts were, by ſo many ſtatutes, made ſubject 


to the penalties of high treaſon: but this — 
vaniſhes, when we candder that our anceſtors knew, 
by dear bought experience, that the principles of 
Papiſts neceſſarily lead to treaſonable practices a- 
gainſt the ſtate; ſince they own implicit obedience 
to a foreign head, who claims a power of abſolving 
ſubjects from their allegiance, and depoſing and ex- 
communicating princes for hereſy. 

To'this ſource we muſt aſcribe the many nefa- 


rious attempts that they have made on our excellent 


Conſtitution, and on the perſons of our Sovereigns 
ſince the Reformation: and from this ſource we 
muſt expect ruin to ourſelves and poſteri:y, when- 
ever thole, who have always had the will, ſhall 
have the power, to deſtroy us. 

Should the laws, as they thus ſtood againſt the 
Papilts, appear too levere ; let it be remembered, as 
a judicious writer obſerves, ** that they who made 
© theſe laws, had an opportunity of contemplating 
the naked features of Popery, ſtripped of all dil- 

*« guiſe”. They ſaw the bitter enmity it bore to 
the civil and religious rights of mankind ; and 
were, conſequently, better judges of what was ne- 
ceſſary for the future ſecurity of the Britiſh Conſti- 
tution, than we of this generation, who (thanks to 
a kind Providence) have had no ſuch experience *. 

Had the promoters of the late repealing ſtatute 
looked back, and placed themſelves in the ſituation 
of our anceſtors ; had they taken a retroſpective 
view of maſſacres in cold blood, of flames ſcarce 
extinguiſhed, of plots and rebellions, with difficulty 
diſcovered and ſuppreſſed; they would have been 


* dee Archdcacon Blackburn on The "_ * of Popery, p· 26. 


alarmed 
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alarmed at the malignant aſpect of Popery, and 
ſuch an Ad would never have paſſed ſo unani- 
mouſly through the Britiſh ſenate. | 

Having thus briefly examined the laws as they 
formerly ſtood, let us now conſider the ſpirit in 
which they were executed; a ſpirit of lenity and 
moderation, They were {ſeldom enforced, but when 
the rebellious conduct of the Papiſts rendered it 
abſolutely neceſſary, and brought down the ven- 
geance of Penal flatutes on their heads: and even 
then, they were inflicted by the hand of diſcriminat- 
ing juſtice; not confounding the innocent with the 
guilty. ; | 

Notwithſtanding all that we are told of the ſeve- 
Tity of theſe ſtatutes, they are mild, when compared 
with the bloody edifs now in full force againſt Pro- 
teſtants in Popiſh countries. Whilſt Papiſts in Eng- 
land are claiming Toleration, Proteſtants in France 
are expoſed to perſecution, by the repeal of the 
edict of Nantz: and in other Popiſh countries, Pro- 
teſtants are, by law, condemned to death.—Aſto- 
niſhing contraſt ! that needs only to be conſidered, 
to evince the impropriety of the late repeal. 

The wiſdom and policy of the laws againſt Po-. 
pery have been proved by the experience of above 
two hundred years; and it is to them we are at 
this day indebted, under divine Providence, for the 
preſervation of our rights and liberties, and for the 
ſettlement of the crown in the illuſtrious houſe of 
Hanover. 2 | 

If we may believe the very advocates for tole- 
rating Popery, by theſe laws Papiſts were diſcou- 
raged, their numbers in England conſideraby de- 
creaſed, and Papiſts themſelves conſtrained to become 


good ſubjects: and ought laws, whoſe wholeſome 


ſeverity hath produced ſuch ſalutary effects, to have 


been eſſentially changed, or virtually repealed ? 


Beſides, 


; E- a 3 

Beſides, was there any application from the Pa- 
piſts, complaining to Government of the rigorous 
execution of thoſs laws, that occafioned the late 
altcration to be made therein? It is not pretended 
that there was: the Papifts would not venture fach 
an aſſertion; nor could it have gained credit, if 
they had. How far the laws themſelves are mate- 
rially affected by the late Act of Parliament, will 
appear from a peruſal of the next ſection, 


SECTION III. 


Conſiderations on the late AA of Parliament; and the 
Alterations made thereby in the Penal laws againſt the 
Papiſts. + 


HE Ad of William ITIq®, which was the ob- 

ject of the late repeal, was, with great propriety; 
entitled, An Act for the further preventing of the 
growth of Popery.” The preamble recites, That 
there had been of late a much greater reſort into this 
kingdom than formerly of Popiſh biſhops, prieſts, 
and jeſuits, and that they did very openly, and in 
an inſolent manner, affront the laws, and daily en- 
deavour to pervert His Majeſty's natural born ſub- 
jets; which had been occaſioned by negle& of the 
due execution of the laws already in force.” For pre- 
venting the further growth of Popery, and of ſuch 
treaſonable and execrable deſigns againſt His Maz 


* I was for this bill, ſays Bp, Burnet, notwithſtanding my pridciples for 
Takration, zud againſt all perſecution for conſcience fake. I had always 
thought, that if a government found any (ef in religion incompatible with 
its quiet and ſafety, it might, and ſomotimes ought to ſend away all that 
ſect, with as little hardſhip as poſſible: It is certtain, that, gs ab Papi/t 
muſt, at all times, be ill ſubjefts 10 a Proteſtant Prince, To this is much maze 
da be apprekcuded, hen there is a pretended Popith heir in the cafe. 

3 Hi. of bis own Timgs, val. iii. p. 317» 
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jeſty's i and government, and the eſtabliſhed 


religion, as had lately, as well as frequently, there- 


"tofore, been brought to light, and happily defeated, 


by the wonderful Providence of God; it was thereby 
enacted, amongſt other things. That any perſons, 
who ſhould apprehend any Popiſh biſhop, prieſt, or 
jeſuit, and proſecute them, till they were convicted 
of ſaying maſs, or exerciſing any part of their office 
or function, ſhould be entitled to 100l. reward; 

and any ſuch biſhops, prieſts, or jeſuits, ſo convicted, 

or any other Papiſts that ſhould keep ſchool, or take 
upon them the education or government of youth; 


yere adjudged to perpetual impriſonment; and Pa- 
| piſts, not taking the oaths of allegiance and ſupre- 


macy, within the time therein limited, were diſabled, 
and made incapable of inheriung, or purchaſing 
lands; which were given to the next of kin, being 
a Proteſlant.” 

Whatever ſeverity may appear in the penalties, it 
is evident, from the very words of the preamble, 


that they were warranted by the inſolent conduct 


and treaſonable practices of the Papiſts. And ought 
ſuch wholeſome proviſions to have been repealed ; 
unleſs there be ſufficient reaſon to apprehend that 
Popiſh biſhops, prieſts, and jeſuits will uot now re- 
fort hither, in as great numbers as they did at that 
time, to repeat their. pernicious practices; eſpecially 
Jeſuits, who are nau, what they were not then, the 
outcaſts even of Popiſh countries? 

| There are but few inſtances, wherein this AQ hath 
been enforced: the heavy penalty of perpetual im- 
priſonment intimidated the jeſuits of that day, who 
croſſed the ſeas in ſhoals, and rendered the execution 
of it almoſt unneceſſary, The clauſes relating to 
eſtates, were a ſtab to the vitals of Popery; which, 
being deprived of the means of acquiring landed in- 


fluence, was diſcouraged, and gradually decl ned. 
| But, 
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But, by the preamble of an Act made in the 18th 
Geo. IIId. entitled, ** An Act for relieving His Ma- 
Jeſty's ſubjects, profeſſing the Popiſh religion, from 
certain penalties and diſabilities impoſed on them 
by the above mentioned Act of Wm. IIId.“ we are 
told, That it is expedient to repeal the very provi- 
ſions, which had been productive of ſuch happy 
effects. 

And, accordingly, it is thereby enacted, © That fo 
much of the ſaid AR as relates to the apprehending, 
taking, or proſecuting, of Popiſh biſhops, prieſts, 
or jeſuits; and allo, fo 4 of the ſaid Act, as 
ſubjects Popiſh biſhops, prieſts, or jeſuits, and Pa- 
pits, or perſons profeſſing the Popiſh religion, and 

eeping ſchool, or taking upon themſelves the edu- 
cation or government of youth, within theſe realms 
of England, or the dominions thereto belonging, to 
perpetual impriſonment; and alſo, ſo much of the 
ſaid Act as diſables perſons educated in the Popiſh 
religion, or profeſſing the fame, under the circum- 
ſtances therein mentioned, from inheriting or pur- 
chaſing any manors, lands, tenements, or heredita- 
ments; and gives to the next of kin, being a Pro- 
teſtant, a right to have and enjoy ſuch manors, lands, 
tenements, hereditaments, ſhall be, and the ſame, 
and every clauſe, matter, and thing therein before= 


mentioned, 1s, and are, thereby repealed, for the re- 


lief of all Papiſts who ſhall, within the time therein- 
mentioned, take the following oath:“ | 
0 5 B. do ſincerely promiſe and ſwear, That I 
will be faithful and bear true allegiance to, 
„His Majeſly king George the Third, and him will 
» defend, to the utmoſt of my power, againſt all 
+ conſpiracies and attempts whatever = * be 
„made againſt his perſon, crown, or di ; and 
will do my utmoſt endeayour to Alctole and 
D 2 make 
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i make known to His Majeſly, his heirs, and fue - 
ceſſors, all treaſons and traiterous conſpiracies 
* which may be formed againſt him or them; and I 
do faithfully promiſe to maintain, ſupport, and 
defend, to the utmoſt of my power, the ſucceſſion 


* of the crown in His Majeſty's family, againſt any 


+ perſon or perſons whatſoever; hereby utterly re- 
** nouncing and abjuring any obedience or allegi- 
i ance unto the perſon taking upon himſc!f the ſtile 
and title of prince of Wales, in thelife-time of his 
© father, and who, fince his death, is ſaid to have 
* aſſumed the ſtile and title of king of Great Britain, 


41 by the name of Charles the Third, and to any 


* other perſon claiming or pretending a right to the 
„ crown of theſe realms; and I do ſwear, that I do 
#* reject and deteſt, as an unchriſtian and impious 
u poſition, That it is lawſul to murder or deſtroy any 
++ perſon or perſons whatſoever. for or under pretence 
of their being heretics ; and alſo that unchriſtian and 
. impious principle, That no faith is to be kept with 
„ heretics; I further declare, that it is no article of 
my faith, and that I do renounce, reject, and abjure, 
* the opinion, that princes excommunicated by 
„the pope and council, or by any authority of the 

* ſec of Rome, or by any authority whatſoever, may 
be depoſed or murdered by their ſubjeAs, or any 
©: perſon whatſoever: and 1 do declare, that 1 do 
not believe that the pope of Rome, or any other 
foreign prince, prelate, ſtate, or potentate, hath, 


** or ought to have any temporal or civil juriſdiddion. 


„ power, ſuperiority, or pre-eminence, directly or 
«4 indirealy, within this realm. And I do ſolemnly, 
* in the preſence of God, profels, teſlify, and de- 
„ clare, that I do make this declaration, and every 
part thereof, in che plain and ordinary ſenſe of 
5 | 1 . "6& F ne 
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* the words of this oath *; without any evaſion, 


equivocation, or mental reſervation whatever; 
and without any diſpenſation already granted by 
„ the pope, or any authority of the fee of Rome, 
* or any perſon whatever; and without thinking 
« that I am or can be acquitted before God or man; 
or abſolved of this declaration, or any part there- 
of, although the pope, or any other perſons or 
* authority whatſoever, ſhall diſpenſe with or annul 
„ the ſame, or declare that it was null or void”. 

It · is evident, therefore, that, by the AR of Geo. 
IIId, the moſt material parts of the ſtatute of Wm, 
111. expreſsly enacted for the further preventing the 
growth of Popery, are actually repealed : and though 
it be ſaid, that theſe are only detached parts of a 
fingle Act of Parliament; yet it will appear, from 
the following conſiderations, that the laws, which, 
we are told, now remain in force againſt the Papiſts, 
are become a body without a ſoul; chere is no ſpi- 
fit remaining to enforce them, nor any encourage- 
faent to put them into execution. 3 
By the repeal of the laſt and moſt ſpirited Act a- 
gainft Popiſh biſhops, prieſts, jeſuits, and ſchool- 


maſters, are not all former ſtatutes virtually repealed 


or "invalidated? To rake into the embers of thoſe 
antient laws, would appear malicious, in the judge- 
ment of our modern law-givers: nor could it be 
expected that proſecutions, ſuppoled to be autho- 
rized by them, would be coantenanced in any court 
of juſtice; when the very foundation, on which 
they formerly ftood, is removed by the Act of Geg, 
_—_ | ä 
According to the determination of Innocent III. received into the bod 
ol the Canon law, They are not to de called Oaths, but Perjurics, whic! 


& areattewpicd againſt the benefit of the Church“. 
* | Dectrcal. . 4. dit. 24. cap. 2). 
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What wiſe ends can it anſwer, to enforce the an- 
tique ſtatutes ſor deſtroying and defacing Popiſh 


| books and relics, (which may be deemed innocent 


in their operation, when compared with the ſubtilty 
of thoſe, by whom they were promulgated and diſ - 

perſed) ſince Popiſh biſhops, prieſts, jeſuits, and 
hoot maſters, may now teach and propagate their 
erroneous principles, in their own perſons, to the 


ſeduction of the riſing generation? 


To repeal an A to prevent the reſort of Popiſh 
biſhops, prieſts, and jeſuits, to theſe realms, is a 
ſlrong encouragement, not to fay, invitation, to them 
to come over in abundance. If it be objected, that 
there are two ſtatutes ſtill in force, one of Elia. and 
another of Jam. declaring ſuch offenders to be guilty 
of high treaſon; it 1s obvious to anſwer, that the 
ſubſequent law, which condemned theſe offenders to 
perpetual impriſonment, and the laſt Act which has 
revoked that ſentence, on condition of taking the 
oaths, have virtually repealed the two preceding ſta- 
tutes. For what the law declares not to be deſer- 
ving of impriſonment, cannot be judged worthy of 
death. Our legiſlature, conſequently, in effect, has 
declared, that, as there is now no law in ſorce a- 
gainſt propagating Popiſh errors, every one who en- 
gages in the pernicious office may proceed in wich- 
out danger or fear of moleſtation. 

By the laſt ſection of this repealing Natute, it is 
provided,. That nothing in that Act ſhould be 
*« conſtrued to extend to any Popiſh biſhop, prieſt, 
« jeſuit, or ſchool-maſter, who ſhall not have taken 
or ſubſcribed the oath, before a proſecution ſhall 
* have been commenced againſt him“: which 
plainly implics, that it was expedled by: the Legiſ- 
lature, that Popiſh biſhops, prieſts, Jeſuits, and, 
{chool-maſters, would now reſort hither; and is a 

tacit 


7 


tacit licence for them to exerciſe the duties of their 
function, upon condition of taking the oath therein 
preſcribed. | | 

If it were not meant, that all who qualified, by ta- 
king the oath required to be taken by the late ſtatute, 
ſhould be thereby ſcreened from the penalties of all 
former Acts; why was that proviſion inſerted, to 
make a favourable diſtinction between thoſe who 
have taken the oath before they ſhall have been 
proſecuted, and thoſe who have not? whilſt thoſe 
who refuſed or neglected to conform, were liable to 
a penalty of perpetual impriſonment ; others, who 
ſubmitted to the terms of the Legiſlature, would be 
in a much worſe ſituation. The Popiſh biſhops, 
jeſuits, and clergy would think themſelves little 
obliged to our ſenators, to ſave them from a priſon, 
whilſt they left them expoſed to a gibbet; and, after 
all their conformity, if the old laws be not under- 
ſtood to be virtually repealed, liable to an arraign- 
ment for high treaſon, and ſubject to an ignominous 
death. ä | 

If the laws againſt prieſts. and jeſuits be virtually 
repealed, it neceſſarily follows that the laws againſt 
Popiſh chapels, and hearing and ſaying mafs, are 
in the ſame ſituation It would be in vain to re- 
lieve the former from the penalties of coming to, or 
being found within, theſe realuis, if, by ſhutting 
up and prohibiting the latter, they are prevented 
from exerciſing their eccleſiaſtical function; as the 
are too aſſid uous to be idle in ſuck a cauſe, and have 
no buſineſs in this country, but to pervert the igno- 
rant and unwary. | 

The only ſtatute, in which the Papiſts are, by 
name, prohibited from keeping ſchools, is now re- 
pealed. They were indeed, amongſt other perſons, 
prohibited from keeping ſchools, by the Acts of 
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13th and 14th Car. IId. c. 4. and 17th Car, IId. c. 
2. unleſs they were licenſed by the ordinary, and 
ſubſcribed a declaration of conformity to the eſtab- 
liſhed church: but it is well known how little theſe 
ſtatutes have been regarded of late years; and, as 
Papiſts are now no longer awed by the penalty of 
that clauſe in the ſtatute of Wm. III. many Popiſh 
ſchools and ſeminaries of learning will, doubtleſs, 
be added to thoſe already opened, throughout the 
kingdom. | 

The ſtatute of Wm. IIId. was enacted to prohi- 
bit their teaching, becauſe it had been found, by 
experience, that the former laws were inſufficient 
for that purpoſe; but that is one of the detached 
parts of the laws againſt Popery, which is totall 
altered by the Act lately paſſed for their relief. It 
is in vain to enforce the obſolete laws, to prevent 
the ſending of our children to foreign ſeminaries, 
to be inſtructed in * the rankeſt principles of ſedition 
and rebellion”; when they may now be taught at 
home, without the riſque of croſſing the ſeas, and 
at the eaſieſt expence to their parents“. 

Nor can we blame the Papiſts, for conſtruing all 
former ſtatutes on the ſubject as virtually repealed, 
when the only clauſe, in which they are expreſsly 
named, is no longer in force. They have reaſon 
to think themſelves licenſed to teach, as well as 
preach; and we have too many recent inſtances 
to prove by their conduct, that theſe are their ſen- 
timents. How fatal the conſequences to poſterity ! 

Our anceſtors well knew that landed property 
and parliamentary influence were infeparable; and, 
therefore, to form a bulwark for the defence of our 
conftitution, wiſely concluded, that it was their in- 


#* Sce Bp. Gibſon's 5th Paſtoral Letter, page 26. 
diſpenſible 
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diſp enſible duty, not only by the Teſ: AR to ex- 
8 Papiſts from ſitting in the houſe; but to pre- 
vent them from interfering in the choice of repre- 
ſentatives, by depriving them of the means of in- 
fluence amongſt the electors. 

For theſe important ends, by the above- mention- 
ed Act of Wm. IIId. Papiſts were diſabled to pur- 
chaſe, and incapacitated to inherit, any landed 
property; and their eſtates were given to the next 
of kin, being Proteſtants. By theſe means Pro- 
teſtantiſm was encouraged, the wings of Popiſh 
arrogance Were clipped, and Papiſts, being no 
longer in a ſituation to acquire landed property, loſt 
their influence; and our liberties have been pre- 
ſerved to this day. 

The ſeverity of this ſtatute was felt in its opera- 
tion by Papiſts of the laſt century; and Govern- 
ment has experienced the policy of it, from its 
effects, in this. Papiſts, incapacitated to purchaſe / 
lands, were neceſſitated to lay out their monies in 
the funds, to contribute to the ſupport of the ſtate; 
and the Papiſts, in our day, have ſcarcely felt any 
incovenience therefrom; having been habituated, 
for ſo many years, to acquire a monied intereſt, in 
licu of landed property. But this barrier is now 
removed; theſe clauſes are all repealed; and Pa- 
piſts are enabled to purchaſe what they can, and 
capacitated to inherit all they purchaſe. 

If we attend to the form of the oath to be now 
taken by the Papiſts in the late AR of Parliament, 
we ſhall perceive a very ltriking variation between 
that and the oath of Supremacy of Geo. Iſt. ſtat. 2. 
c. 13; by that, every Proteſtant, and all other 
perſons are required, on their oath, to declare; that 
no foreign prince, perſon, prelate, ſtate, or poten- 
tate hath, or ought to have, any jurifdiction, power, 

ſuperiority, 
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ſuperiority, pre-eminence, or authority, ecclefiaf- 


© tical or ſpiritual”, within theſe realms. But in 


the laſt flatutes, 20 accommodate the Papiſts, and to 


avoid incroaching on their obedience and ſubmiſ- 
ſion to their Spiritual Father, the Pope, the words, 
eccleſiaſtical or ſpiritual”, are omitted, and the 


words, temporal or coil”, ſubſtituted ; by which 
it is plainly implied, that the Legiſlature, conſcious 
of the juriſdiction of the Pope over every Papiſt 


within this realm, and that the Papiſts, as fuch, 
could never conſcientioufly abjure the fame ; have 
defignedly changed thoſe material words, and there- 
by recognized, within theſe realms, the eccleſiaſtical 


in authority under him. 


And notwithſtanding the oath is guarded, as 
much as it is poſſible for any form of words to guard 
againſt mental reſervations and jeſuitical evaſions; 
yet, it is evident, that, as the Papiſts hold the 
principles aſcribed to them in the oath, (and if not, 
why aſcribe them?) they may, with the greateſt de- 
liberation, commit perjury; and, without inconſiſi- 
ency, abjure their faith, ſince their conduct would 
be held meritorious in a Romiſh conſiſtory; and 


they would be intitled, not only to diſpenſations, 


but to commendations, for ſo doing. 

But ſuppoſing, which cannot be admitted, that 
Papiſts take the * in fincerity, and ſwear with- 
out any mental reſervation; how few, in propor- 
tion to the number of the Papiſts, will be under the 
neceſſity of appearing to take the oath? Biſhops, 
prieſts, jeſuits, ſchool-maſters, and thoſe who are 


deſirous to capacitate themſelves to purchaſe or in- 


herit eftates, muſt ſubmit to the terms preſcribed ; 
but how few are they, when compared with the 


bulk of the Papiſts in this nation? and it is unrea- 


ſonable 


and fprritual juriſdiflion of the Pope, and all that are 
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ſanable to ſuppoſe that any amongſt them will take 


this oath, except with views to their ſecurity or 


Conſidering the inattentive manner in which oaths 


of this nature are adminiſtered in our public courts, 


it will be a fortunate circumſtance for the more ſcru- 
pulous amongſt the Papiſts, who, taking the advan- 
tage of the hurry and confuſion which generally at- 
tends this kind of buſineſs, may repeat after the 
officer as much as they pleaſe, and omit the reſt; 
and yet, upon taking ſuck an oath, in ſuch a man- 
ner, Papiſts are to be intitled to relief under that 
AQ of Parliament, | 

Is it not evident from the foregoing obſervations, 
that all the laws againſt Popery are virtually, and 
the moſt eflential and important, actually repealed'? 
and that, though the late ſtaute be not entitled, An 
Af for the toleration of Popery within his Majeſty's 
dominions; yet Papiſts, conforming to the terms 
thereof, have a right to expect at leaſt a connivance 
on the part of the Legiflature, which will be equi- 
valent thereto in every reſpect? | 

A learned commentator on the laws of England, 
has obſerved, that if a time ſhould ever arrive, 
„ when all fears of a Pretender ſhall nave vaniſhed, 
Rand the power and influence of the Pope ſhall 
become feeble, ridiculous, and deſpicable, not 
only in England, but in every kingdom of Eu- 
rope; it probably would not then be amiſs, to 
review and ſoften theſe rigorous edicts; at leaſt, 
* till the civil principles of the Roman Catholics 
called again upon the Legiſlature to renew them”. 
But there is no reafon to conclude that this is the 
time: the influence of the Pope is not yet become 
ridiculous and deſpicable in foreign countries; and 


EA Papiſts 
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Papiſts in England pay the moſt implicit obedience 
to every mandate of the Raman ſee. | 

But if ſuch a period ſhould arrive, might not theſe 
rigorous Edicts be ſoftened without being totally re- 
pealed? It would be a dangerous experiment, to 

wait till the civil principles of Papiſts again expoſed 
them to the diſpleaſure, of the law. We have rea- 


ſon to Lelieve that, whatever their civil principles 


might be, their prudence would involve them in ſe- 
crecy ; nor would they venture to ſtrike a blow, that 
might diſcover them, till they had undermined our 
Conſtitution and effected our deſtruction; and then 
it would be too late for the wiſdom of the Legilla- 
ture to interfere. 

From all theſe conſiderations, may we not con- 
clude, that the late indulgence is impolitic and in- 


expedient; and that this is nat the time to repeal the 


Fatutes againſt Popery ? 


SECTION IV. 


Obſervations on the manner, in which the late Ad was 
obtained; on the principal Arguments in its Favour ; 
and on the fatal Conſequences, which wall moſt Pro- 
bably reſult from it. 


HEN we conſider how far the whole ſyſtem 

of the laws againſt Popery is affected by the 

late Act of Parliament, it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
that an Act of ſuch national importance would have 
been introduced in the moſt public manner. Ought 
not an alarm to have been founded chroughout the 
kingdom, that the ſenſe of the people might have 
been known, before laws, in which they were fo 
elſentially concerned, were to be ſo materially alte- 


red; 
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red; and before the ſtruture, which the wiſdom of 
our anceſtors was ſo many years employed in raiſing 
againſt the dangerous encroachments of Popery, 
was to be demoliſhed at one blow? 

Inſtead of which, without any previous notice, 
the Act was introduced, in the moſt private manner 
Lat the end of a ſeſſion to a thin houſe : many of 
the members having retired to their country ſeats; it 
being underſtood that the principal buſineſs was fi- 
- niſhed, and that no new matter of an intereſting na- 
ture, would be taken up at that advanced ſeaſon of 
the year. Thoſe who were zealous for its ſucceſs, 
might be conſcious, that, if there had been time 
for refleting on the AR and its conſequences, it ne- 
ver would have paſled: it was, therefore, hurried 
through the houſe, without a review of the ſtatutes, 
as they then ſtood; or conſidering how far th 
would be altered by the paſſing of this Popiſh Bill. 

The fituation of thoſe at the helm was delicate: 
it might have been thought dangerous, at ſuch a 
criſis, to provoke the reſentment of a numerous body 
of Papiſts, by oppoſing the bill: they were 1gno- 
. rant of the ſentiments of the people; and, being 

thus ſurpriſed, thought it politic to acquieſce. The 
| biſhops had not time ſufficiently to deliberate on it; 


and were tender of appearing enemies to Tolera- 


tion. Thus the miſchief was done, before the de- 
ſign was made known; and, conſequently, befare 
it could be prevented. 
Ihere has been a time, when the ſpirit of the peo- 
ple would, and juſtly too, have beeh rouſed at ſuch 
ſurreptitious conduct: but, alas, for the welfare of 
theſe realms ! a ſpirit of ſupineneſs and indifference, 
as to the intereſts of religion and liberty, ſtrangely 
pervades the kingdom; and the zeal of our anceſ- 


tors, 
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tors, either for the Proteſtant cauſe, or for our glo- 
rious Conſtitution, is rarely to be found *. 

This AQ had a very different fate in Scotland: it 
was not paſſed in that ſeſſion; therefore the people 
had full time to foreſee its fatal effects, and to pre- 
vent their taking place. And though we cannot 
approve the conduct of the mobs at Edinburgh and 
Glaſgow; yet the ſpirited and ſucceſsful oppoſitian 
in Scotland to the Popiſh bill, will, for ever, endear 
thoſe who were concerned in it, to every true Pro- 
teſtant. 

The principal arguments in favour of the bill, are 
the following, That Papiſts are become good ſub- 
jects, and therefore ought no longer to be expoſed 
to the penalties of ſuch ſevere ſtatutes; that, in 
the preſent ſituation of affairs, the late repealing Act 
was neceſſary, to conciliate their affection to Go- 
vernment—and that no bad conſequences can reſult 
therefrom, as Popery is not now of an intolerant 
and perſecuting ſpirit t. 


* Ina tract publiſhed in 1753, printed for Dodfley, in Pall-Mall, inti- 
tled, “ A brief Account of the Vaudois, his Sardinian Majeſty's Proteſt- 
& ant Subjects in the vallies of Piedmont, &c.“ there is a remarkable in- 
ſtance of the zeal of Engliſhmen for the Proteſtant religion. When theſe 
inoffenſive people were perſecuted and impoveriſhed by Popiſh cruelty, © the 
«© Dutch, the Swiſs, and the Germans (ſaith the niche) had relieved the 
% Vaudois by benefactions: but perhaps there is no inftance in hiftory of 
any nation interpoſing ſo warmly for another, as the Engliſh did, at this 
& time, for a poor people, removed from them at an immenſe diftance ; in 
& an inland country, and connected by ne reaſons of policy or intereſt”, 
And we are informed in the margin, that the collections in England 
amounted to 38097). 75. 3d. A noble inſtance of laudable zeal, worthy of 
imitation in the preſent day! | 

+ © The Author of the Life of Cardinal Pole hath lately undertaken to 
recommend to us the very ſcum and dregs of Popery, and to villify and ca- 
lumniate the Reformation and the Reformers, in a bigotted, diſengeneous, 
and ſuperficial performance”, Yet even this poor attempt hath its uſe, Ir 
hath occaſiored ſome good remarks already, and will receive farther correc- 
tion from able hands. It may ſerve alſo to inform us of the true and the 
unalterable ſpirit of Popery, and to ſh- w vs what uſage we have to expect, 
it theſe ecclefiaſtics could once more rule over us. It is fit that we ſhould be 
ſometimes put in mind of this; for if we have been ſtrangely apt to forget 
it, and to contradict a proverb of our own, which ſays, that“ a burnt child 


cc dreads the fire”. Dr. Fortin, vol. 7. p. 373. 11 
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If the Papiſts were rendered firm in their allegi- 
ance, by the operation of the wiſe enactions, which 
are now- repealed: why were they repealed? We 
have lately had little opportunity of proving their 
ſincerity : for the enemies of the Proteſtant ſucceſ- 
ſion were ſo effectually cruſhed during the rebellions 
in 171; and 1745; that, whatever their inclinations 
might have been, they could have no proſpect of 
ſucceſs, in-any plots, without imminent danger to 
themſelves. | 

Whatever the exigencies of Government might. 
require; it is a circumſtance truly alarming, That a 
Proteſtant ſlate ſhould be indebted to the arms of Pa- 
fiſts for its ſupport; and is worthy the moſt ſerious 
conſideration of every Briton, 

In the beginning of the late war, our affairs aſ- 
ſumed a gloomy aſpect: but did we arm the Papiſts 
for our defence? Were we indebted to them for the 
glorious victories of 1759 Was it not the wiſdom. 
of our anceſtors, to diſtruſt the profeſſions, and diſ- 
arm the profeſſors of Popery? And ſhould we put 
{words into the hands of Papiſts, God only knows 
how ſoon they may be turned againſt our own lives, 
and be employed in ſubverting our moſt valuable 
intereſts *, | 5 

As to the perſecuting ſpirit of Popery; it is to this 
day, and ever will be, the ſame: it cannot be other- 
wiſe, whilſt they maintain its two ſundamental te- 
nets, PAPAL SUPREMACY and INFALLIBI- 


LITY : the apparent difference muſt be aſcribed to 
their want of power f. 


By 


©  , dee Bp. Uſher's Proteſtation againſt Popery. 
F + «Can it be worth while (ſays the learned and ingenious Bp. Hurd) to 
ſpend words in fixing this charge of intolerance on the church of Rome, 
| When her ableſt advocates, even in our days, openly triumph in it”. For 


proof of this, he refers to Mr. Crevier's hiſt. de PUniverfite de Paris, tom. iii. 


I. vi. 


* 
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By rejecting their idolatrous ſuperſtition and vain 
traditions, we became heretics and ſchiſmatics, in 
the judgment of the fee of Rome: and doth not 
the Pope yearly excommunicate us as ſuch, de- 
nounce the moſt awful curles againſt us, and de- 
clare our deſtruction to be a meritorions work? 
That all this is not mere form and ceremony, but a 
direction zealouſly purſued, whenever it is practica- 
ble; is evident from the bloody inquiſition, and 
the conduct of Papiſts in all kiugdoms, where Po- 
pery is unreſtrained by law *. 


Popery 


I. vi. page 435. Paris, 1761. Where that eminent writer very roundly de- 
fends the murder of the Bohemian Martyrs at Conſtance, and the fraud mid 
ill faith, through which the fiors and render hearted futhers of that council 
ruthed to the perpetration of it. See Introdud ion to the Study of the Prophe- 
cies, 2d. edit. p. 382. | 

+ The following extracts, from the form of Excommunication pronounced 
at Rome on Maunday Thurſday, demonſtrate the benign ſpirit, by which the 
Papiſts are actuated towards thoſe whom they deem heretics. : 

The Title runs thus: © The Excommunication and Anathematization ef all 
Heretics whatfoever, and their favourers, and Schiſmatics, or of thoſe who vio- 
late the Ecehfiaſtical Liberty, or any ways infringe the contents of this Full, 
which is wont to be publiſhed on Maunday Thurſday. | 

« Sect. 1. We excommunicate and anathematize in the name of God 
Almighty, Father, Son ana Holy Ghoſt, and by the avthority of the bleſ- 
ſed apotiles Peter and Paul, and by our own, all Huſhtes, Wickliphiſts, 
Lutherans, Zuinglians, Calviniſts, Hugonots, Anabaptiſts, Trinitarians, 
and Apoſtates from the Chriftian faith, and all other.heretics by whatſo- 
ever name they are called, and of whatſoever ſect they be: as alſo their 
adherents, receivers, favomers, and generally any defenders of them; to- 
gether with all who without our authority, or that of the apoſtolick ſee, 
knowingly read, keep, print, or any ways, for any caute whatſoever, pub- 


lickly or privately, on any pretext or colour, defend their books containing 


hereſy, oxgreating of religion; as alſo ſchiſmatics, and thoſe who withdraw 


themſclvey, or recede obſtinately from the obedience of us, or the biſhop of 
Rome for the time being”. 


« SecT,a. Further, we excommunicate > anaihematize all and fin- 


gular, of what ſoever ſtation, degree or condition they be; and interdict all, 


univerſities, colleges and chapters, by whatſoever name they are called; 


who appeal from the orders or decrees of us, or the Popes of Rome for the 


time being to a future general coyncil; and thoſe by whoſe aid and favour 


the appeal was made”, 


« SrkeT. 16, Alſo thoſe upon this account directly or indirectly hinder 


arehbiſhops, biſhops, and other ſuperior and inferior prelates, and all other 


ordinary eecleſiaſtical judges what ſoever by any means, either by impriſon- 
Ing or moleſting their agents, proctors, domeſticks, kindred on both ſides, 


=” 
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popery has long been chained in Britain: the 
conſequences of unchaining it will be dreadful to 
 polterity, 


or by any other way from exerting their eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction againſt 


any perſons whatſoever, according as the canons and facred ecclefiaſtical 
conſtitutions and decrees of general councils, and eſpecially that of Trent, 
do appoint : as alſo thoſe who after the ſentence and decrees of the ordina- 
ries themſclyes, or of thoſe delegated by them, or by any her means elu- 
ding the judgment of the eccleſiaſtical courts, haye recourſe to chanceries or 
other ſecular courts, and procure thence prohibitions and even penal man- 
dates to be decreed againſt the ſaid ordinaries and delegates, and executed 
againſt them; alſo thoſe who make and execute theſe decrees, or who give 
ald, counſel, countenance or favour to them“. 25 4 


% SxcT. 19. Further, we excommunicate, and anathematize all and 


every magiſtrates and judges, notaries, ſcribes, executors, ſub-executors, 
any ways intruding themſelves in capital or criminal cauſes againſt eteleſi - 
aftical perſons by proceſſiag, baniſhing, or apprehending them, or pro- 
nouncing or executing any ſentences againſt them, without the ſpecial, par- 
ticular, and expreſs heence of this holy apoſtolical See; alſo thoſe who ex- 
tend ſuch licences to perſons or caſes not expreſſed, or ayy other way un- 
juſtly abuſe them; although the offenders ſhould be counſellors, ſenators, 
preſidents, chancellors, vice-ehancellors, or intitled by any other hame”. 
| © Seer. 22. In fine, none; may be apſolved from the aforeſaig cenſures 
by any other than : {wy Pope of Rome, unleſs he be at the point of death, 
nor even then, unle she giveth caution to ſtand to the commands of the 
church, and give ſatis faction“ —— 3 | 
« SECT. zo. Let no man therefore infringe, or boldly and taſhly op- 
poſe this our leur of excommunication, anathematization, interdifty inno- 
vation, innodation, declaration, proteGation, abolition, reyocation, com- 
miſſion, command and pleaſure: but if any one ſhall preſume to attempt 
K, let him know that he ſhall. incur che difchoafare of Almighty God, and 
of his bleſſed Apoſtles Peter and Paul, —_ 
Given at Rome from St, Peter, in the year of our Lord's incatation; 1610, 
the 8th of April, in the fifth year of our popedom. [10.67 
f James Brambilla, May, Curſ. 
„ we In the Year 1365. Kr 1 
A gfnvine copy of a Popiſh excommunication, found amongſt the papers 
of Philip Dunn, deceas'd, & Popith biſhop, at his houſe in the county of 


Wickkav, pronounced by him againſt Francis Freeman, one of his pariſhion- 


ers, who at that time embraced the Proteſtant religion. Faithfully craaſ- 
lated from the Latin original, by Dr. Toner. ; 


| PER WTR. 
« By authority of God the Father Almighty, and the bleſſed virgin 


Mary, and of St, Peter and St. Paul, and all the holy ſaints, We excommu- 
nicate Francis Freeman, late of the county of Dublin, but now of Juckmill 
in the county of /Fichlqv, that in ſpite of God and St. Peter, and In ſpite of 
all the holy ſaiuts, and in ſpite of our moſt holy father the Pope, (God's vi- 
car on earth) and in ſpite of our right reverend father in God, Philip Dunn, 
our dioceſan, and worthipful, canons, who ſerve God daily; hath apoſta- 
tized to a moſt damnable religion, full of hereſy and blaſphemy ; excom· 
manicated let him be, and delivered over to the devil, as a perpetual male» 
factor, and fchiſmatic : accurſed let him be in all cities, and in all towns, 
in fields, in ways, in yards, in _ and ig, all sther places, whether 
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poſterity, as the principles of Popery are ſtill the 
ſame. Popes and geiieral councils are ſtill infalli- 
ble; it is impoſſible for infallibility to err; and, 
therefore, whilſt Popery has any exiſtence, . it muſt- 
* be in ſuture, what it hath been in times 
* 988 


Perhaps we may be told, chat Popery is not tole- 
rated: but where ſhall we draw the line between 
Toleration, and a repeal of every legal reſtriction? 


A removal of every diſcouragement to che growth 


of Popery, muſt, in every reſpect, be equivalent to 


| 4 Toleration. 


In the preceding ſection, we have endeavoured to 
demonſtrate, that, by the late Act, all the laws a- 
ainſt Popery are virtually, and the moſt eſſential, 


| pgs few nge me and. that the Papiſts conſtrue it 


is a yirtuat repeal of all the Penal-ftatutes, is evi- 
denced by their preſent conduct. They are build- 
ing. purchaſing, and. hiring buildings for maſs- 
houſes: they are ſetting up ſchools and ſeminaries 
of learning, in different pants of this metropolis and 
kingdom. They preſume on the lenity of Govern- 
ment; and uſe various artifices to enſnare the chil- 
dren of the poor, and to. pervert che ignorant to 


| lying or r fing, walking or running, leaning or landing, waking or ſleep- 


ing, eating or drinking, or whatſoever thing he does: befides we ſeparate 
him from the threſhold and all gbod prayers of the chorch ; from the partici» 
pation of the holy Jeſus; from all facraments, chapels, and attars ; from 
the holy bread and holy water, from all the merit of God's holy priefts and 
religious men, and from their cloyfters, and all pardons, privileges, grants, 
and immunities, which all the holy Popes have granted themj and we give him 
over utterly to the fiend ; and let him quench his ſoul when dead in the 
pain of hell-fire, as this candle is quenched and put out. And let us pra 


10 God, our * St. Peter and St. Faul, that all the ſenſes of his body may 


fail ds now the light of this candle is gone; except he come on fight her 


and vpeuly conſe s his datnnallle hereſy and * and by repentance | 
ady, 


make amends as much as in him lies to God, our St. Peter, and the 
Worſkipful company of this church ; and as the ſtaff cf this holy croſs now 
falls down, fo may he, except he recants and repents”. 


2 Signed © Philip Dunn“. 
A | | the 
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their deſtructive errors: they even inſult -Proteſlant 


abroad ; or if they ventured to print, F never to 
or adver- 


SAS 4ST Ws 


the children of the poor. Books will be publiſhed, 
catechiſms diſperſed, and no pains ſpared to capti» 
vate the unwary. = 7 | . | 
Let us look forward to poſterity, and the conſe- 
quences appear yet more fatal. Policy will teach the 
Papiſts ts be cautiaus at preſent, left - they ſhould alarm 
the Legiſlature. They are, therefore, now working 
by their emiſfaries, in a ſecret manner; hut the 
evils will be ſeen and felt hereafter, | 


1 * .--> "iy 
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Zy educating our children, they are ſapping and 
undermining the very foundation of our conſtitu- 
tion, in church and ſtate. The Papiſts, reſtrained 


from purchaſing, have, for many years, been accu- 


; : | | | + 'R 4 
mulating money: they may now expend it to ad- 


vantage. It is a melancholy conſideration, that 


lands are vot worth, at this time, ſo much as they 
were, by ſeveral years purchaſe, This is owing to 
the ſcarcity of ſpecie ; but there is not ſuch a ſcar- 


| 2 with the Papiſts. The neceſſity of the times 
will 


compel many to part with their eſtates; and 
Papiſls have an opportunity of purchaſing for leſs 
than their value, and thereby of getting a great part 
of the landed property of the kingdom into their 
own hands. Being enabled to purchaſe, and capa- 
citated to inherit, they will acquire an increaſe of 
ower, as their landed property increaſes; and, by 
their landed property, will certainly, in' a future pe- 
riod, influence our eleflions in Parliament. 
By an influence in parliamentary elections, a fu- 
ture Parliament may be found endued with ſuch a 
liberal ſpirit of Toleration, as to remove the Teſt 
Act; to qualify them for offices of Magiſtracy, and 
give them an opportunity of fitting in both Houſes 
of Parliament; or Papiſts (as they can have diſ- 
penſations for oaths) may think it a duty they owe 
to the church of Rome, and by jeſuitical ſophiſtry 
be taught, that it is no fin to put on the profeſſion 
ol Proteſtantiſm *. far a ſeaſon, to obtain ſeats in 
FEE 180 Parlia- 


T . 
That his holineſs of Rome authoriſe ſuch conduct, is evident from the 
aſc of 'Pay/m. This 7/1it was appointed ſuperior in 3 miſſiom to England, 
in order to promote poptiy in this kingdom. But he aud his colleagues could 
nat ſafely come into theſe realms, becauſe Pius V. had not only abſolved the 
fubjects of queen Elizabygh from their oath of allegiance, but pronounceil 
anathema againſt all thoſe who ſhould obey her. However, Gregory XIII. 
removed this hindrance, for he gave them a faculty, diſpenſing with®their 
pbgdiente to the queen, notwithſanding the bull of his predeceſſor, * 
. Popift⸗ 
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Parliament, that they may ſerve the intereſts of 


Popery. 


Should ſuch a period arrive, and unleſs wiſe and 
timely meaſures be taken to prevent it, moſt aſſu- 
redly it will, where then will be the ſafety of the Pro- 
teſtant ſucceſſion in the illuſtrious houſe of Hano- 
ver ? And what ſecurity will our poſterity have for 
the preſervation of their civil and religious liber- 
ties ? | 

Nor are theſe fatal events improbable; perhaps 
not very remote If Papiſts have power, it muſt 
be uſed to ſpread and exalt Popery throughout the 
land: and Thould ſuch a period arrive, Papiſts will 
then once more have the ſword of Magiſtracy in 
their hands; England will again be deluged with 
the blood of martyrs, our liberties be exchanged 


for bondage; and the Proteſtant religion be remo- 


ved, to make room for Popiſh ſuperſtition, 
The laſt obſervation that we ſhall make on the 
conſequences reſulting from the late Act, ſeems to 


us of the utmoſt importance, and demands the moſt 


ſerious attention, 
In that Act of Parliament, the oaths of Allegi- 
ance and Supremacy, and the oath of Abjuration, 


Papiſts of the worſt fort appeared Proteſtant ſubjects, and this by Papal au- 


thor icy. 
| Biograph. Dictinn. Life of Parſons, 

* While they could not do better, they were allowed, by the Pope, to 
fwear an oath of allegiance to queen Elizabeth. But when the king of 
Spain hag fitted out his Armada, by which he hoped ta make an entire cong 
queſt of England, they were diſcharged from the obligation of their oath. 
This was ſignified to them by cardinal Allen, then head of the Engliſh ca- 
tholics, in an admonition to the nobility of England, whom, notwithſtand+ 
ing the ſacred engagements they had come undey to queen Elizabeth, he cal- 


| Jed upon, and warmly exhorted to appear for the old cauſe; or, in other 


words, tq unite their endeavours, and exert themſelves to the utmoſt, for 
deſtroying the queen, and all _ Proteftants. Hence it is eaſy to ſee 
what may be expected from Britiſh Papiſts, ſhould France and Spain obtain 


any couſſderablę advantages ia the preſent war with Britain. Should they 
get the upper hand, Heretici extirpandi, excommunicated heretics are to he 
vitirpatew, weguld be the cry. 


See Bennett's Memoria of the Reformation, p. 33. 
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are comprehended in one form; and to acomme- 


date the Papiſts, ns was mentioned in the preceding 
ſection, the words, **. exclefraſlical or fpritual,” are 
omitted, and the words. © temparal or cunt,” inſerted 
in their ſtead. No Papiſt could conſcientiouſly 
have ſworn, that the Pope and biſhops appointed 
by him, had no eccleſeaftical or ſpiritual authority or 
pre-eminence;, when every Papiſt, as fuch, neceſ- 
iarily owes implicit obedience, in fpiritual matters, 
to the Pope of Rome. The words eccleſraſtical or 
ſpiritual, are, therefore, omitted; and the words 
temporal or civil, ſubſtituted ; and, by this very ma- 
terial alteration in the form of the oath, the ſpiritual 


and eceleſiaſtical juriſdiction of the Pope and Popiſh 


prelates (for there are titular biſhops already ap- 
pointed over every ſee throughout the kingdom) is 
faculy acknowledged, and virtually recognized, by 
the Legiſlature. 7 [a 

But, by the acknowledgment of this foreign ju- 
riſdiction within theſe realms, the king's Supremacy, 
en ſpiritual matters, is given up, at leaſt in part, to 
the biſhop of Rome; by which means the conſtitu- 


tion is violated, and perjury is impoſed on every 


Proteſtant, who, to qualify himſelf for any office in 
church or ſtate, is neceliitated to take the oath 
of Supremacy appointed by the ſtat. of Geo. I. 
and which every Proteſtant ta whom. it is tengered, 
is bound to take at his peril. Alarming conſideration 
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By this, every Proteſtant is required on his oath 


to declare, That no foreign prince, perſon, pre- 


late, ſtate, or potentate hath, or ought to have, any 
juriſdiction, power, ſuperiority, pre-eminence, or 
authoriy, eccleſiaſtical or ſpiritual, within theſe 
tealms;“ though he knows that the Pope, a foreign 
prince, aud the prelates appointed by han, claim 
ee on fg. wo ks. 
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excleſiaftical and ſpiritual jariſdigion, power,  Tape- 
riority, pie eminence, and authority; and that the 
ſame is now publicly recognized by an Act of the 
Legiſlature: and that the laſt oath of Supremacy, 
appointed 'to be taken by the Papiſts, is famed 1 ig 
con formity thereto. 

Some indeed may object, Did not the Pope kere- 
tofore claim this Juriſdiction, and Papiſts acknow- 
ledge it; and were not Proteſtants under the fame 

ical formerly, wich reſpect to the Hath of ſus 
22 as they are now? Certainly not: the Pope 

might then command, and Papiſts obey; but nei- 
ther the one nor the other efabliſhed b 
juriſdiction, whilſt che laws refuſed to admit it; 
and declared on the very face of the oath, that no 
foreign prince or prelate hath, or ought 10 have, any 
fuch authoruy within theſe realms, | 

But now, whilſt the temporal and civil juri ifdidion 
of the Pope is excluded, his ecclęſtaſlical an Ipiri 
tual aithortty is, by omitting the words, eccle chaſti 


and ſpiritual, in the form of the oath, tacitly 2 ent- 


ed to: nor will a conſcientious Proteſtant 5 e ſatil- 
fied with being told, that he may ſafely. take the 
oath-of - ſupremacy, notwithſtanding the alteration 
in the Popiſh oath; as he knows that no foreign 
ſtate, potentate, or prelate, ought to have any juriſ- 
dition within theſe realms : he is to ſwear that they 
have not, as well as that they ought not to have any 
ſuch authority: which, before the recognition there- 
of by the late A& of Parliament, he might do, 
without wounding his conſcience. 

Let us ſtate this obſervation in a few words. The 
Papiſts have always acknowledged the ſpiritual and 
eccleſiaſtical juriſdiction of the Pope and ſee of 


Rome: which, the laws of this land, from the Re- 


'formation to the laſt ſeſſion of — have 
uniformly 
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unifortnly denied. But, by the late repealing act. 
Papiſts have legal authority, to avow that juriſdiction. 
It is, therefore, impoſſible for any man fafely to 
declare upon oath, that no foreign prince or pre- 
© ate HATH any juriſdiction or authority, N 
** cal or ſpiritual, in this realm”. 

It is in. vain to tell us, that the Pope ought 10 have 
no power, we ſee it is n0w acknowledged that, he 
hath; and, therefore, can never take the oath of Su- 
premacy, without involving ourſelves in the guilt of 
perjury ; unleſs the laws, i in that reſpect, are put on 
their former footing. 

Are theſe the conſequences of this Act; and ſhall 


we be indifferent? Have we no regard for our wel- 


fare, and for the deareſt intereſts of poſterity? Shall 
we perjure and ruin ourſelves without making one 
generous effort? Heaven forbid ! Let us be rouſed 


to a conſideration of our ſtate. Let us apply to 


Government to obtain redreſs. We have reaſon to 
hope they will attend to our application, and reme- 
dy the evils apprehended from that improvident Act. 
But if they refuſe, we ſhall have nothing to reproach 
outfelves with: we ſhall have diſcharged our duty; 

and, armed with conſcious integrity, be , Prepared 
for every event. 
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CONCLUSION, 


T he abſolute Neceſſuly of an Application 10 Parliament 
for redreſs; and the conſtitutional Mode of obtaining 


T TPON a review of the foregoing obſervations on 
| the tendency and operation of the late Act of 
Parliament, is it not evident, that it 1s tantamount 
to a Toleration of Popery; a virtual repeal, and an 
actual ſuſpenſion, of all the Penal laws againſt the 
Papiſts ; and that it will be productive of the moſt 
fatal conſequences? | 

The preſent ſtate of Popery is truly alarming, 
and calls for immediate and ſpirited exertions, to 
prevent its further progreſs in this nation. To be 
indifferent or ſilent, at ſuch a criſis, when all that 
is dear to us as men and Chriſtians, is at ſtake; 
would be ungrateful to the memory of our anceſtors, 
injurious to ourſelves, and unjuſt to generations 
yet unborn, 

Though it be the deſire of every true friend to ci- 
vil and religious liberty, that Toleration ſhould be 
built on the broadeſt baſis; yet, to tolerate Popery, 
is to encourage, what by Toleration itſelf we mean 
to deſtroy, a ſpirit of perſecution and bigotry of 
che moſt notorious kind. 

Papiſts own a foreign head as ſupreme, who can 
diſpenſe with the moſt ſacred oaths: and, therefore; 


no confidence can be put in their moſt ſolemn pro- 


teſlations. They have filled our land with blood. 


G trealou : 


and alarmed us with maſſacres, rebellion, and 


ö 
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| | treaſon : and ſhall we, out of love to Popery, en- 
| danger the peace of Government, and the ſafety of 
| the ſlate? What meritorious actions of the Papiſts 
| entitle them to ſuch favour at our hands? 
| I he people of Great Britain have lately had ſtri- 
| king proofs of the ſencerity of Poþ1ſh aſſurances, from 
the inſidious conduct of our Roman Catholic neighbours. 
France not only publickly proteſted againſt the 
conduct of our American colonies, but proceeded ſo 
far in her plan of duplicity, as to order the American 
privateers 10 leave her ports; and Spaix gave us to 
underſland, that ſhe was too much intereſted for 
her own colonies, to encourage ſuch an example of 
diſobedience to the mother country. | 

Our Miniſtry, ſatisfied with theſe deliſeve aſſu- 
rances, truſted to the amity of France and Spain, 
and reſted in ſecurity : they knew that TREACHE- 
RY was no part of the ſyſtem of BRITISH POLI- 
| TICS; and expected that fencerity from the houſe of 
| Bourbon, which characteriſes our conduct, and 
| which is the glory of this nation, 

What was the conſequence? at the very time 
when Papiſts were receiving favours from this Go- 
vernment, our proſeſſing friends laid aſide the maſque, 
and appeared in the blackeſt colours of baſeneſs and 
perfidy. Forgetting their public diſwwowals of the 
American cauſe, and their ſolemn proteſtations to 
the Britiſh miniſtry ; their mc/t Chriſtian and Catho- 
lic majeſties, without the leaſt provocation, contra- 
| ry to the faith of treaties, and to the law of nations, 
| united for our deſtruction. 
| And ſhall we, after ſuch inſidious conduct from 

Roman Catholic nations, truſt to the temperiſing aſ- 
ſurances of Papiſts, and put weapons into their 
hands, to be turned againſt ourſelves ?—]s this a. 


time 


8 
23 2 = 


.. 43 
time to look to them for ſupport ?—Rather, let us 
| unite for the defence of our country, and the Pro- 
teſtant intereſt, againſt all foreign and internal ene- 
mies. Let us, as a nation, acknowledge God, and 
depend upon his Providence for ſucceſs: and we 
need not fear the united efforts of our perjured and 
inveterale foes. | 
s'w Having pointed out the fatal conſequences of the 
late Act of Parliament; to remedy the evils, let the 
EP roteſtants, throughout the kingdom, aſſociate as 
one man and apply to Government for redreſs; 


upported by Britiſn Proteſtants, they have nothin 
o fear from Pobzihi adverſaries. 
Something is neceſſary to be done, to aſſure the 
nation in general, and Papiſts in particular, that it 
is not the intention of the Legiſlature, to encourage 
the growth of Popery. Papiſts are inſolent and 


f eg and nothing but a law to repeal or qua- 
1 ify the late Act, can keep them within the bounds 
of allegiance and decency. 

e Such an Act is abſolutely neceſſary to ſatisfy the 
11 minds of all true Proteſtants; to relieve us from 
I the impoſition of perjury, occaſioned by the late al- 
d 1 teration of the oath of ſupremacy in r Hon of the 
e Papiſts; to ſave the conſtitution from being vio- 
0 lated; to , preſerve the Proteſtant intereſt in this 
0- kingdom from that imminent danger, with which it 
1 is threatened; and ta ſecure the Proteſtant ſucceſ- 
8, ſion in the family of His preſent Majeſty. 

Our Conſtitution hath marked out the mode of 
m obtaining redreſs ; and declares, that it is the right 
. of the ſubje to petition, Let petitions be circu- 


lated throughout the kingdom: let the clergy: of 
_- the 
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the eſtabliſhment and Proteſtant miniſters of every 
denomination. and all who are zealous for the wel- 
fare and ſafety of the Proteſtant religion, cordially 
unite, and ſtrenuouſly cxert themſelves on this im- 
portant occaſion. 

Let petitions againſt the Popiſh Bill be ſent to Par- 
Jamcnt, with numerous ſignatures from every coun— 
ty, city, and corporation ; and from other reſpectable 
bodies of people. Let our repreſeutatives be in— 
ſtrudted by their conſtituents, to ſupport theſe peti- 
tions in the houſe; and, as the eve of a general clec- 
tion is approaching, we have reaſon to hope, that 
theſe inſtructions will be attended to. Sh ould they 
be neglected, we ſoon ſhall have an opportunity in 
our hands, of electing members more attentive to 
the voice of the people, and the 3 of the 
Proteſtant intereſt. 

If ſuch meaſures be adopted by Proteſtants with 
unanimity, and proſecuted with ſpirit, Government 
may then with ſafety relieve us from our fears, by 
Tepealing the late AQ; and have nothing to dread 
from the reſentment of the Papiſts. 

But, ſhould it be objeRed, that, as the Act is 
paſſed, it would now be dangerous to repeal it: let 
us at leaſt apply for a reſtraining Act, to quality, 
amend, and explain the Popiſh bill. 

An Act, to declare, that the formal Penal Statutes 
are in full force, and that perſons ſhall be duly en- 
couraged in putting them into execution, to Prevent 

the furthcr growth of Poperv, | 

An AR, to amend the form of the oath in that 
paſſed for the relief of the Papilts. that Proteſtants, 
who are required to take the oath of Supremacy, 
may not be neceſſitated to incur the guiit al per- 


jury. 
An 


8 | An Act, to prevent the Papiſts (if they muſt be 
==" permitted to acquire landed property) from intereſt- 
| ing themſelves, directly or indirectly, in any elec- 
a tion for members of Parliament, on pain of forfei- 
| ture of their eſtates, - | 

An AQ, to prevent jeſuits from reſorting hither 
F under heavy penalties, and to prohibit the attempts 
| = of Papiſts to pervert Proteſlants to their erroncous 
tenets, on pain of exemplary puniſhment. 

And laſtly, (if Papiſts muſt be permiged to teach 
thole of their own principles in private) an Act, to 
reſtrain them from keeping public ſchools, and 
teaching the children of Proteſtant parents, on pain 
of perpetual impriſonment or baniſhment. 

As to declaring the former laws againſt the Pa- 
piſts yet in force; if the late Act were deſigned only 
to repeal detached parts of a ſingle ſtatute, and the 

former laws are not underſtood to be affected thereby; 

it will be an Act of kindneſs to the Papiſts, to put 
them on their guard, by ſuch a declaration; or, 
otherwiſe, their zeal to proſelyte may expole them to 
diſagreeable conſequences. _ 

It is not meant that theſe ſtatutes ſhonld be exe- 
cuted with ſeverity, Whilſt Papiſts continue peace- 
able, and do not attempt to diffuſe their pernicious 
principles, what will they have to apprehend from 
that ſpirit of lenity, with which thele flatutes have 
ever been enforced ? 

We preſume that it would be better if the late 
Act of Parliament were totally repealed, and the 
laws againſt the Papiſts placed upon their former 
footing. But if that cannot be obtained, a quali- 
fying Act, with ſome ſuch reſtrictions as thoſe above- 
mentioned, ſeems abſolutely neceſſary. Thus the 
Papiſts would be curbed, but not cruſhed; they 
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would not be perſecuted, nor could they perſecute; 


the grand object) of this ASSOCIATION would be 
obtained; the Pinteſtant religion would be preſer- 
ved; the Britiſh Conſtitution ſecured; and the Ha- 
noverian ſucceihon eſtabliſhed upon the firmeft 


baſis, 


FINIS. 
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